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Live exists of ups and downs. I’m getting used to 
this. I’m getting used to losing a job during these 
economic circumstances. I’m getting used to friction 
in private life. I’m getting used to delays while 
working on this ‘zine. Other things i refuse to get 
used to; like two things which are dominating my life 
at this moment: 


At the end of october 2005 a terrible accident 
happened at a detentioncenire for ‘illegal’ refugees 
waiting for deportation. The place burned down and 
11 people died. In reaction to this terrible accident the 
minister responsible explained to the parlement and 
media the government was not to blame and no 
mistakes were made. In several cities in Holland 
activists made banners and posters against the 
minister. The government reacted hard and simple: 
the police did some house raids, kicked in a few 
doors, arrested someone and all posters and banners 
were confiscated. This also happened at my house. 
The activists didn’t accept this, they made more 
banners, more posters, started a courtcase against the 
state and won. 

An english article on it can be found at 
http:/ /www.indymedia.nl/nl/2005/11/32564.shtml 


At the 15 of november a local 41-year old activist 
left my house. 200 meters further he got shot. The 
activist was a critical researcher of the police and 
secret service and published several articles and 
books on this subject. At the funeral 1500 people 
showed. Right now we still no nothing. 

I realise this is not the most positive way to introduce 
this new issue of my ‘zine, but this is how my life 
look like these days. 


While i'm writing these last words ïd like to thank 
ali the bands and people i talked with for this issue 
for sharing their time with. Also a big thanks to the 
bands and labels who sent me stuff for review and 
Kafee de Bijstand for financial support. Also big 
thanks to thank Jasmijn for spelling control and 
personal support. 

At last ïd like to appologise for the many spelling 
and grammar mistakes in this ‘zine. Sorry; i never 
finished my school. If you like to do spelling control 
for the coming issue of this ‘zine please contact me. 
Enjoy reading, 


Paul: pobox 1184 / 6501 BD Nijmegen / Holland / 
paul@smashedimages.net / www.smashedimages.net / 
www.rockagainstreligion.org 
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(collective owned punk pub in Nijmegen. 
Whenever you're in Nijmegen make sure you 


drink a beer over there. Visit them online at 
www.debijstand.nl) 


Inspired by the melodic punk wave of the nineties, 


first show takes place in January 2001. After two de 


their first CD in february 2005. They make music in 
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the Dutch Antillectual kicks off in September 2000. Their 
mo’s and tours all over Europe and the USA they released 
the vein of Propagandhi, Strike Anywhere & Rise Against; 


political lyrics on melodic punk. In Holland they build up the reputation to be the band who played the most 


benefit gigs. On a quiet sundayafternoon the three 
in my living room... 


Can you shortly introduce the band and the members? 

Yvo: My name is Yvo and i play bass and i also scream. 

Bob: My name is Bob and i play drums. 

Willem: My name is Willem. I play guitar and do the vocals. We are 
a band from Nijmegen. We exist since 2000 and just released a CD. 
Bob: Buy it! (laughter) 


Although you're all original band members, there were some 
line up changes. How has this influences the band? 

Yvo: At the very beginning Bob wasn’t yet part of Antillectual, but 
that doens’t really matter. In the early years i played guitar in the 
band and Pieter from the band Last To Go played bass. We already 
knew this was temporary as Pieter was also involved in Last To Go 
and he was busy with his study. When we started doing more gigs he 
left the band, just after we recorded our first demo. Then Falco, Bob's 
brother, joined us. He was part of the band for about a year. After 
recording our second demo he quit as well, because we started doing 
more gigs and Antillectual isn't the music he likes best. Also it was 
difficult for him to combine the band with the other things he did... 
Willem: ...and because we expected that it would be better for the 
band to be with the three of us. 

Yvo: Yes, that’s true. When it comes to our ideas... The three of us 
were all very motivated for the band while Falco just did his thing. 


He played his bass parts very good, but that’s it. Then we decided i: 


had to play bass guitar. The result is that for us as musicians the 
band became less complex. I think since then the music sounds more 
unified. 

Willem: And everything is much easier to organise with three 
people. It may sound silly, but it really is that way. 

Yvo: You only have to cali two other people when you organise a gig. 


boys of Antillectual and i had the following conversation 


Recently you released your debut CD. How are the reactions 
so far? 

Willem: Positive! Personally i mainly recieved positive reactions, 
but the magazines are also positive... 


Like the Aardschok? (dutch metal megazine who wrote a 
whining negative review) 

Willem: ...Exactly, like in the Aardschok! (laughter) Of course there 
are people who are less positive, but ‘til now the review in the 
Aardschok is the only one with a negative content. 

Yvo: Personnaly i'm really overwhelmed. Of course i'm satisfied 
with the CD, but the reactions we received go way further than i 
expected. 


You recorded the CD at the now famous Bunts studio in 
Holland where other bands like Sin Dios, Manliftingbanner, 
Discipline (there's some laughter when i mention the last 
name) and Beans recorded stuff. What was it like to record 
there? Is there much difference with the studios where you 
recorded before? 

Willem: Earlier we recorded a demo at the Jacobiberg in Arnhem. 
For us it was the first time we entered the studio. This considered it 
was reasonable, but it isn’t representative anymore. Our second 
demo was recorded in Hilversum at the schoolingcentre for 
musictechnology where a friend of us studied. This time we decided 
to record something at an ‘official’ studio. Because everything Menno 
(Bakker. Ed) has recorded sounds really good we choose for the Bunts 
Studio. 

Bob: He's really into this kind of music. There're other studio's who 
just don’t understand this whole punk thing. 

Willem Menno has a good ear for our music, a positive contribution 
and when necesarry he knows how to motivate you to rerecord some 
parts 


Last year you did several tours through the USA and Europe. 
Can you tell a bit more about it? How did the audience react? 
Bob: Oh well, we truly enjoyed it. And about difference in 
audience... I think there isn’t that much of a difference. Of course 
there're some small differences, like language problems, although 1 
don't have any problems with it. It are mainly other people in the 
band who have problems with that. (laughter) Being on tour is really 
great. It feels a bit like being on a school trip togethe.-During the 
evenings you play, which -of course- is the coolest part of being on 
tour. 

Willem: I don't see much difference inbetween people in the different 
countries. But if you have a look at for example the USA you'll see 
the scene is totally different from over here. There's no subsidised 
clubcircuit like in Europe, so it’s really important that people over 
there organise their own gigs. These gigs take place at homes, hay- 
lofts and so on. Every possible place that can be used for gigs, is used 
for gigs. Another difference is that most gigs don’t work with 
entrance, but with free donations because of juridical hassle. It has its 
pro's and againsts.... For example the sounds isn't always the way it 
should be. When we play in a cellar our songs sounded indefinable. 
Yvo: But to talk about Europe. What i noticed is that compared to 
other european countries the scene in Holland is way more into 
parochialism. In other countries we often play with completely 
different bands, which according to me is very positive. In Holland 
this won't happen so soon. 


If you compare a gig in a cellar in the USA with a gig ina 
youthcentre in Holland, do you notice a difference in 
enthusiasm? 

Willem: Yes, but maybe this is because people in the USA are more 
positive-minded than people in Europe... 

Yvo:If you look at Holland... almost all touring bands play in 
Holland. I think people in Holland are spoiled compared io the USA. 
On tour over there we met some really naive people who never met 
someone from outside ihe USA. Quite hilarious. 
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Antillectual has the reputation to be a political band. What's 
more important to you? The words or the music? 

Willem: 1 think we ail have a different view on this. I can imagine 
PU play in a non-political band which plays this kind of music, but 
Pl never play in some crust band with political lyrics. When I listen 
to music ! prefer the more political bands, but for me the musical 
aspect is a bit more important. 

Bob: Not all the bands I listen to are political (laughter). To me the 
music is very important as well. Usually when we write new songs, 
it starts with the music. Most of the time Willem and Yvo already 
wrote some lyrics, so I read the lyrics when the song is almost 
finished. Of course 1 agree that it’s important to have a say, but if the 
music sucks it just doesn’t work out. 

Yvo: Personally I don't think you can choose. It isn’t this or that, but 
for me it’s both. We never made the decision to be a punk band nor 
did we make the decision to be a political band. We just started and 
here's the result. During the last years we build up a reputation of 
being a political band. Personally the message we spread is really 
important to me, but so is the music. 


In songs as ‘Yes, I’m truly naive’ and ‘No government 
needed’ you sing about dreams for a better future and 
massive resistance. What motivates you to go on, since things 


aren't getting better at all. Holland has the most right-wing 
government since the end of WWII, the anti-war movement 
has almost silenced, the union bosses killed last years 
workers’ resistance... 

Willem: You already name the arguments... 

Yvo: Politics have disappeared from punk, so that is the motivation 
to go on. Like we just said, we never choose to make the music we do 
or write the lyrics we sing. We just play melodic punkrock with a 
clear message. It's possible some young kids buy our CD, read our 
lyrics and read this kinda ideas for the first time. Maybe this is naïve, 
but hey, that's where the song is about. Even if only two people 
decide to check out Indymedia after reading our lyrics, it's enough to 
motivate us to go on with what we do. 

Willem: We want to encourage the Aardschok reviewer to check out 
Indymedia (laughter)! 


Throughout the years you played as support to several 
‘famous’ he/punk bands. What are the worst and best 
experiences you have with these bands? 

Bob: This is different from band to band. With some bands there's 
almost no contact like for example Ignite a few months ago. Other 
bands are more ‘normal’. I don't mean that Ignite isn’t normal, but 
other bands they don’t separate theirselves from the rest. They sit 
next to you with their beer, I mean water (laughter) to have a talk. 
Willem: The way another bands threats you has nothing to do with 
how big a band is, but if the people are nice or not. We played with 
some more unknown bands who're too arrogant to notice you, but we 
also played with some bigger names like in Ede with The Lawrence 
Arms in Ede (Holland). This band is on Fat Wreck Chords and it are 
great people. 

Yvo: Someone in the band can be ill, or just tired. Too often people 
see this as arrogance. When we were on tour 1 wasn’t always in the 
mood to be really social and to talk with everyone. Sometimes I just 
felt more comfortable while laying in our bus and not talking to 
people. 


How did you guys came in touch with this whole punk 
thing? 

Willem and Yvo: Skating! 

Willem: All of us were into skating. The songs you hear in skate 
videos are mostly punk songs, and I liked il. 

Bob: Me too. 


Do you have any wise closing comments? 

Willem: Read our book! (laughter) 

Yvo: Thanks for the interview. [really appreciate the existence of DIY 
zines like Smashed Im tages or other zines. This is much more 
important for the scene than whut a big booking company like Mojo 
does. 


Check out the sites of the band (antillectual.com) and their 
label (angryyouth.nl) 


=OPPRESSED * 


In october 2005 The Oppressed was headlining a gig in Berli: 


TE 
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. The gig was organised by Rash 


Berlin/Brandenburg and was a benefit for the Antifascist Left Berlin (local AFA chapter). With 
600 people in the place was crowded, almost overcrowded. Even though some snares broke and 
coppers tried to get in it was a brilliant gig with songs from every period of the band. Half an 
hour before the gig i had the following chat with singer/ guitar-player Roddy Moreno... 


About a year ago you said in an interview you reformed 
the band to get some financial payback and respect after 
all these years. Is the reunion satisfying in this way? 

Oh yes, it's fucking brilliant! Truth is we insisted to get back 
after all these years because they offered us 3000 pounds to 
play at the Punk & Disorderly Festival. That's the only reason 
we got back together. But because we did got back together 
again we thought we can play some more gigs as well. We do 
these just for fun. We still get paid, but obviously we don't get 
paid 3000 pounds anymore, we are just having a laugh now. 
How many gigs have you done since the reunion and are 
there any worst or best gigs? 

They all have been fucking excellent. We've been to Canada, 
Italy, France twice, Belgium, second time tonight in Germany. 
Every evening is like tonight. People are having a laugh, 
they're having fun. It's not like in the old days with the 
fucking fighting and rioting and shit. Now it's just people 
having a good night out. It's fucking brilliant! Obviously there 
have been highlights, i think every gig has it own highlights. 
We played in London twice, they were both brilliant. One was 
really sad, cause a friend of mine who played in a band died 
(Stig). We played a benefit concert for his kids. The gig was 
just billiant, although its a pity it was under that 
circumstances. 


You planned a tour though Japan, but it got cancelled. 
Why was it cancelled? 

i thought i could de it. We've been to Canada for two nights, i 
DJ'd one night and we played the gig the next night. I was so 
fucked after it i realised there's no way i could do it that long, 
I'm just too fucking old. So now we just do one night gigs. 

Is that also the reason why the european tour with The 
Prowlers from Canada never took place? 

Same thing. Plus i have some personal problems with my 
misses, So i don't want to be away from home for too long. 

Is there any difference in audiance when you play at a 
festival or when you're headlining at a gig? 

The festivals are ok, it's nice to play for thousands of people. 
But it's more enjoyable to play in smaller places, for like 500 
peopie. There's more intercourse, you're closer to the 
audience, it's more fun for us. A big festival is still fun, but it's 
not as much fun as playing in smaller places. At festivals 
people don't come to see you, they come see tons of other 
bands as well. When you play at smaller places and you're 
headlining, the majority of people come to see you live. 
Obviously they also come to see the support band, but you 
know they come 'cause they especially want to see you. That 
makes me feel proud. 

You started as a non-political Oil-band with the usual 
iyrics about getting into a fight, soccer, etc. Very soon 
you started profiling yourself as an anti-fascist Oil-band. 
Later on you imported Sharp to Europe and now you work 
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together with redskin labels and you play at a redskin 
festival. Is this the next logical step and is The Oppressed 
getting more and more political? 


We ain't political, never have been. We're anti political! The 
fascists are the political ones, so we're fighting against them. 
They brought the politics in. Personally i can't give a fuck 
about politics as long as it's not right-wing nazi shit. If a man 
wants to be a communist or a socialist or whatever... 1 
suppose were socialists basically. Just ordinairy working 
class people. If i want to fight someone i pick somebody who 
wants to fight with me. I'm not gonna pick out a poor 
immigrant kid. To me that's just cowardish. 

At first we didn't give a fuck about anything, but somebody 
siegheiled at us at a concert in 1982. So he got his head 
kicked in and we recorded the Work Together EP with a black 
and a white skinhead on the cover just to make a point. But 
the bigger and bigger the white noise crowd got, the more we | 
were against them. We don't like how they piss on our culture. 
Basically they re cowardly wankers who make us look bad. For 
instance today we came at Bristol airport, a copper stops us 
and says “we just check your passport lads”. He looks at me 
and with a wink he says “I don't have to ask you your 
politics”. I said “What do you mean?”. He said “Fascists?” I 
replied “No, we're fucking anti-fascists! We hate fucking 
fascists!” But he automatically assumed because we are 
skinheads we have to be fucking fascists. This is the reason 
we fought against it all the time, because we hate shit like 
that. We don't say to people be communist, or be this or that. 
We're always saying don't be fucking cowardly fucking racist! 
Be a man and stand up for yourself. Don't hide behind a gang 
of other wankers. If you can't do it on your own, don't do it at 
all. Basically we just don't like the way they make us look. 
They make us look like the fucking scum they are. I don't care 
if an ordinairy person thinks i'm a hooligan or whatever. But 
when they think i'm racist that's one step beyond. Then it's 
time to make a stand, and that's all we did. All we did is 
saying “fuck fascism”. 

Anti-fascism is one of the main pilers of The Oppressed. 
Recently there were some attacks in London, shortly after 
that Combat 18 and some nazi hooligans said they want to 
take revenge. Did this already start and how does it all 
influence the skinhead subculture? 


To me what they are doing is playing right into the terrorist 
hands. The terrorists want the racists to turn it on the black 
community, so the black community will be in opposition. It 
gives the terrorists encouragement, the nazis do the work for 
the terrorists by turning the black community against white 
people. The terrorists want to divide and have their side with 
them. The nazis are doing the same, they want te devide and 
have their side with them. We can see through the bullshit. 
For every terrorist there's a million of nice people. There're 
white catholic terrorists and christian fundamentalists and 
nobody seems to give a fuck about them. If a terrorists has a 
black skin he’s a threat to the whole world. If a terrorist has a 
white skin nobody taiks about it. I think that’s racist. The first 
bombings in the USA where done by white americans and 
nobody said “fuck all of them” or “all white people are 
terrorists’. If a muslim biows up something everyone says “all 
muslims are terrorists’. I think you have to be feeble-minded 
to fall for that, but the nazis are feeble-minded. But there're 
people who can watch though the bullshit and who fight 
against all this dividing. But, terrorism is terrorism, no matter 
who is doing it. 

You participated in the documentary ‘Skinhead Attitude’. 
Did you see it yet? 

(laughter) I was gocd. 

In this documentary Jimmy Pursey from Sham 69 said he 
can’t be angry when he sees some boneheads. All he does 
is laugh. His argument is they’re making a fool of their 
selves by being a bad copy of an original and good culture. 
Can you agree with this vision? 

To me bonehads are threats. They’re not a threat to me, but 
they're a threat if you're a young asian boy. I never met Jimmy 
Pursey. I remember him seeing on telly, he said skinheads had 
to stop being skinheads because of all the nazis who got into 
it. But my attitude is to fight back against the nazis. To say 
let's give it up and let them have it is fucking wrong to me. It’s 
my culturei I’m in it for over 35 years and i won't let some nazi 
cunts take it over. 


Let’s talk about some new releases... The Oppressed 
participated in the ‘Skinhead Unity’ CD and you released a 
7” on Insurgence. I also heard something about an 
upcoming DVD... 

They filmed the gig in Canada and hopefully it will come out 
on DVD. I don’t know when, but the shit should come out. 

I also heard something about a split CD with The 
Prowlers... 

What will probably happen with The Prowlers is that well 
record one of their tracks and they'll record on of our tracks. I 
think it will be included as bonus with the DVD when it comes 
out.. ; 

Are there any more plans for new releases? 

We got three new songs ready to record. We're gonna do à split 
EP with Los Fastidios. We have three new songs for that. One 


is Football Violence’, a typical Oil-song. One is called 
Remember”, to remember the people who died fighting fascism 
in WW2. The last one is Low Life’ about a working class kid 
who never get any chances in life. 

On the Insurgence 7” there's a song in Spanish. Why is it, 
is it because there's some Spanish blood in your family? 
Well, my mom is Spanish. It's just an idea. Some guy wrote to 
me “you have to do some song in Spanish”. 1 send him some 
lyrics to translate and so he did. Someone else rewrote the 
translation literally, as i don’t speak spanish at all. In the USA 
there're thousands and thousands of hispanic skinheads. It’s 
a thank you to them for being with us. 

Several times there were some threats against your gigs. I 
was in Belgium and there circulated a flyer by some nazi 
group who said they had plans to attack the gig. A few 
years ago there was the AFA benefit in London. Do you 
also get threats at home? 

No. In the 24 years we’ ve been together all i ever got at home 
is one phonecall and one letter. Both were anonymous. 

About the gigs... They threaten, but they don’t do anything. I 
think we're lucky, because were going so long we got a name. 
If we do play loads and loads of our side turn up. As you 
know, if the nazi’s think there'll be opposition they don’t turn 
up. 

If we were a new band nobody heard about they might turn 
up. But because we're a big anti-fascist band with a big anti- 
fascist following they're too scared to come along. Which is 
fucking great, because it means everyone can have fun at our 
gigs. 


Now there’s an Oppressed reunion, will there also be a 
Rude Boy reunion? 

Nah. A few times over the years we tried, but it’s impossible to 
find a brass section. If i can find a brass section i'll reform the 
Rude Boys. (laughter) We can support ourselves then! But it’s 
impossible to find a brass section, although we were close 
once. We got three people who were willing, but they could 
never play at the same time. One fellow said he couldn’t make 
it on monday and tuesday. The second said he couldn’t come 
on wednesday and thursday. The third guy said i work at 
friday and at the weckend. Unless you can get everyone 
together at the same time there's no point in reforming. It’s a 
shame, cause my first love is ska music. I never listen to Oi! If 
ïm at home ail i listen to is ska, skinhead reggea and soul 
music, stuff from the 60ies. When a band gives me a CD i'll 
listen to it and tell them what i think of it. But i'l never play it 
again. | also never listen to us, we're fucking noisy bastards. 
Do you have any closing comments? 

Only what i always say, fuck fascism before it fucks you. Paul, 
thanks for corning and thanks for the interview. 


For the history of, a discography and old flyers & photo’s 
check out the band’s page at: www.theoppressed.co.uk 


Baskenland Informatie Centrum 


One of the most controversial subjects within tke left-wing movement is nationalism. Since Smashed Images 
is always willing to write about controversial subjects i decided to contact the persons behind the 
Baskenland Informatie Centrum (Basque Information Centre) or BIC. BIC is a small collective in Holland 
which has a website, publishes a newsletter, organises info evenings and distributes alternative literature. 
When necessary they organise actions like demonstrations to ask Jor attention and support for the situation 
of the left-wing movement in the Basque Country. For more information check out their website at 


www.baskinfo.org. 


BIC is more or less the follow up of the support group for the 
former political prisoner Esteban Murrillo. Why did you 
decided to continue with BIC after Esteban's extradiction? 

We estimated that it wouldn't be the last case of a Basque 
political prisoner in the Netherlands and we wanted to work on 
a more daily base on the case of the right of self determination of 
the Basque Country. We more or less wanted to professionalize 
the work we did for Esteban; he said: “If you want to help me, 
tell the story of the oppression of my movement”. He worked for 
a trade union called LAB, which is part of the left independent 
movement. When we did that, we got inspired even 
more from the creativity and flexibility of the movement for 
independence and socialism. 


What are the aims and activities of BIC? 

We have set up a bilangual website to inform more people; we 
think we as a left wing movement here can learn a lot from 
experiences there. It is often said that the Basque Country is a 
‘laboratory of repression’. Sc, we provide information about that. 
We make a digital newsletter every month and every year 2 
paper newsletters with more background. We distribute books 
and brochures about Euskal Herria. Now and then we make an 
info-tour if we have a new movie about the Basque Country. We 
also organised a big party in Amsterdam, with bands, movies, 
discussions, it was very good. Ofcourse, when there is a Basque 
political prisoner in the Netherlands, we demonstrate, make 
picket lines, occupy the Spanish embassy and consulate, and all 
that. 


How did the people behind BIC got interested in the Basque 
struggle? 

Well, one of us is married to a Basque, but before that some of us 
were already interested in the subject. We come from a tradition 
of international solidarity and worked for example for the 
independence of East Timor. And then, when there was a Basque 
political prisoner in 1999, we formed a group and we noticed 
how little people knew about the oldest political and armed 
conflict in Europe. 


As BIC you never made any official statements about the ETA, 
which is one of the main organisations involved in the conflict. 
What is the idea behind this? 

Well, actually that is not true. On our website we made a very 
clear statement about ETA; it is there since we had a big row in 
the media about the visit of SEGJI, a youth organisation from the 
left wing independent movement. The media said that is was a 
recruting organisation of ETA, but couldn't find proof cf that. 
We decided to make a clear position on ETA; we said we don't 
condemn violence, but neither propagate or talk in positive 
terms about it. We stated we want to work on a solution of the 
conflict and then it has to be seen that there are 2 sides of the 
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conflict, ETA, who in our point of view has to stop to make way 
for popular initiatives, and the Spanish and French states, who 
torture, put innocent people in jail, conduct political prosecution, 
close critical newspapers, close support groups for prisoners, 
sent prisoners 700 kilometres away from their family, ask for 
extradition of political activists, etc. It is a controversial stand, 
and we were criticised by the main stream media of course, but 
we still think that way. And we showed that we are serious; we 
made an info-tour with the film La Pelota Vasca, which is very 
critical about ETA and we invited a spokesman from Batasuna, 
seen as the political wing of ETA to the Netherlands for a 
discussion with journalists and others. So they could hear from 
themselves how they thought. 


Several times you invited members of illegal Basque parties 
and youth organisations to Holland. How did the Dutch press 
reacted? 

Well, I already answered this question a little bit at the last 
question, but in general they are interested but don’t have a clue 
what it is about. They only read their own papers and get stuck 
in the lies they write. We had to do a lot of talking about the 
situation there and about the accusations against all the illegal 
organisations we invited. For example; SEGI is on the list of 
terrorist organisations of the EU. But why and how did they get 
on it? That question is too big already for the Dutch press; if they 
did a littie research they could see that SEGI was already on the 
list when it was not even forbidden in Spain, which is very 
strange. Another thing is that just a police research is enough to 
put you on that EU-list. So the outcome of the investigation and 
the evidence that is brought in is not important! And, I almost 
forgot, it is impossible to appeal that you are on that list! But the 
Dutch press has such a confidence in the European institutions, 
that they believe them right away. 


Can you shortly describe which groups are involved in the 
Basque struggle on both sides? 

Well, it is not a Basque struggle. The question is about the right 
on selfdetermination, that all people have. It is written in the 
European Charter of Human Rights; all people have a right to 
decide on their own future. And that is exactly what can't be 
done in the Basque Country. Since the death of the fascist 
dictator Franco, the Basque Country was given a small form of 
autonomy. They say it is the best in the world, but if you analyse 
it, it is worth nothing. For example; the territories were the 
Basques are living are divided in 3 political subjects; you have 
the provinces of the Basque Autonomous Community (Araba, 
Gipuzkoa and Bizkaia), where you have that Statute of 
Autonomy, you have Naffaroa, which is separately governed by 
the inheritors of Franco, the Partido Popular (the Naf ccoan 
branch is called UPN). These territories lie both on Spanish soil. 


Then you have 3 provinces in the French part (Lapurdi, Behe 
Naffaroa and Zuberoa), which have no rights or government at 
ali, but fall under the huge French province Pyrenee Atlantique. 
So there you have the problem. Then the Spanish armed forces, 
the army and the military police are overpresented in the 
Basques territories on Spanish soil; on every 150 Basques, there is 
one of them, which makes the Basques the most guarded people 
of the world. The armed forces do the arrests of political 
opposition, they close the offices. The Spanish juridical system 
prosecutes them, sometimes with help from the Basque juridical 
system. The Spanish political parties make tailor-made laws to 
ban political parties from the left wing independence movement 
and the Spanish press spreads lies about Basque terrorists who 
threaten the unity of Spain, the idea of the fascist dictator Franco. 
In the Basque Country itself (that doesn’t exist as you will know 
by now..) you have different parties; the Spanish socialist PSOE 
is active there, as is the right wing Partido Popular. The biggest 
party is however the Basque Nationalist Party, that has a 
conservative and a progressive wing. The main player irom the 
left wing independence movement is Batasuna, but they are 
banned since 2003. But the independence movement is much 
bigger than that; it includes newspapers, youth organisations, 
they squat houses, they have free radio stations, a trade union, 
environmental groups, feminist groups, languistic groups. They 
set up groups to look for the remains of their grandparents who 
were executed in the Spanish civil war etc etc. 


Can you shortly describe the history of the conflict? 

The repression in the Basque Country (as well as in Catalonia) 
was the hardest during the Franco dictatorship. The language 
was forbidden, lots of people were executed. People think they 
are better off without the involvement and repression of the 
Spanish government, juridical system and armed forces. In the 
years before the civil war there were already conflicts between 
the central government and Basque territories, who wanted 
independence. After the death of Franco people hoped for 
freedom, but there was on one side the continuation of ETA, a 
big economical crisis and the attacks of state-organised counter 
terrorists, who killed 26 left-wing Basques. This is still an open 
wound in the Basque Country. Protagonists from the Spanish 
government were not punished and crimes are still not solved. 


How did the recent terrorist attacks (11 March 2004) and 
election of a new Spanish government influenced the situation 
in Spain and especially in the Basque Country. 

The Partido Popular had a plan ready to enter the Basque region, 
with force and arrest all’ the nationalist leaders, since they 
believed their own lies that ETA was behind the bombings. But 
their lies cost them the victory in the election and the PSOE came 
into power. But one year laier, nothing has changed; the 
repression is as harsh as before; youngsters are still being 
tortured, Batasuna is still illegal, other electoral lists are banned, 
there are more political prisoners than ever in the history of the 
Basque Country. The only positive thing, but that has nothing to 
do with the PSOE, is that Batasuna and later ETA made a peace 
proposal that can solve the conflict. But nothing is done with it 
yet. Z 


How do you explain why in the French part of Basque country 
the struggle for independence is so much smaller compared to 
the movement in the Spanish state? 


Well, for a starter there live only 300.000 Basques in the French 
part. The struggle for independence in the French part is fought 
in another way. In the French part they fight for the Basque 
language to be recognised as a minority language so that it can 
survive, they campaign for an own agricultural chamber so that 
the way of the small scale farming as these Basques do can 
survive. Also there are mass demonstrations, for freedom and 
independence. 
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A few months ago I interviewed a member of the Dutch 
Palestine Solidarity Committee. He pleaded for a one state 
solution in the Palestine/Israeli conflict. Do you see this as a 
solution for the Basque Country as well? 

The situation is completely different. The Autonomous Basque 
Community is much stronger than the current Palestinians 
infrastructure. No, there is no comparison to be made. In fact it is 
very simple. The main problem is that the parties in power are 
not willing to give up that power and the Spanish parties are 
influenced by the sentimental idea of the indivisible Spanish 
state, which is bullshit. So the people have to decide, in a 
peaceful atmosphere. That means, no attacks from ETA or the . 
Spanish or French armed forces, the political division has to be 
abandoned and all the bans on organisations and newspapers 
have to be lifted. In that situation, I’m sure that the majority of 
the Basque Country will vote for selfdetermination. Which can 
lead to more autonomy or independence, whatever. 


Recently i heard some rumours of intimidation by the ETA 
against some Spanish radical-left organisations. How is the 
relationship between the Basque and the Spanish left? 

First of all, I don’t know about these rumours. The problem with 
the Spanish left is that they’re practically non-existent and can’t 
cooperate with each other. There are working relations between 
the unions LAB and CNT, but for the rest I don’t know. Every 
time (well, not every) I meet a so called left wing Spanish activist 
who start to accuse me of ‘ETA-friend’ and of being a ‘murderer’. 
I think they are a bit influenced by the Spanish media. 


As this is also a music orientated 'zine, can you name some 
interesting bands and labels from the Basque Country? 

The best Ska-band 1 know is Skalariak, but as you probably know 
the Basque Country is famous for its huge number of rockbands, 
like Kortatu and Negu Gorriak. Fermin Muguruza, who recently 
stopped playing, is also famous for his experimenting with 
music; the latest he did was rap. Also famous is the 
girlmetalband Jauke Barik. Also i like Betagarri a lot. Labels I 
don’t know, only Esan Ozenki. Most music comes from there. 


Do you have any closing comments? 

Please check our website for monthly updates in English about 
Euskal Herria. Gora Euskadi Askatu! 

www.baskinfo.org - info@baskinfo.org 


~ Reviews - 


Anti Squad: Indonesian Proud LP 

The first skinhead band from Indonesia and the quality of this record 
really surprised me. The band recorded 12 Oil-tracks which reminds 
me of the 4Skins, Last Resort and other classic Oi!-bands. With titles 
like Freedom And Justice, Dancing Moonstomp and Skinhead Warrior 
you already might know where the lyrics are about. The lyric sheet 
includes a short history about the (short) history and development if 
Oi! And punk in Indonesia. This record is surely worth your money. 
(www.bordsdeseine.fr.st) 

Antillectual: Silencing Civilization CD 

Skatepunk, emo, melodic hardcore, a few guitar lines stolen from Iron 
Maiden and political lyrics are the main ingredients which make 
Antillectual. Compared to their earlier demo’s the band made a major 
progress which resulted in this debut CD. It may come as no surprise 
that the band received so many positive reviews and reactions yet. 
Although im usually not into skatepunk this is surely a brilliant 
album. Read the interview elsewhere this issue. 
(www.antillectual.com) 

Attila The Stockbroker's Barnstormer: Zero Tolerance CD 

The third and probably most punk-inspired album by Barnstormer. 
Except for the song Baghdad Ska there’s less ska and less folky stuff on 
this CD. This is also probably the band’s most political album ‘till now. 
Also on this album Attila continues with his combination of Clash- 
inspired punk music and sharp written lyrics. Lovely! 
(www.attilathestockbroker.com) 
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Bickle's Cab: The Power Of TV... CD 
UK mohawk punk. 16 good songs, well recorded, enough sing-a- 
longs... What else do you want? (salesanoise_annoys.co.uk) 

The Bips: If Life Was Like... CD 

Although The Bips from Nijmegen exist since already the mid 80ies, 
this is just their debut CD. Apart from 2 or 3 oldies the band only 
recorded new songs, All are in their typical ‘77 style and also the cover 
is heavely inspired by that Sex Pistols cover. Although the band writes 
good songs the production it too soft. Especially the drums are too less 
represented in their sound. Apart from the poor production The Bips 
delivered a good album. (www. thebips.nl) 

Bolt Action: Straight Out The Sticks CD 

Bunch of rednecks who think Biohazard is Oi! Songs deal with army 
life, they thank “god, family friends & guns”. The booklet shows some 
of those wankers posing with a gun. Unless this is a joke they’re a 
bunch of lowlife clowns. (www.cartelenterprise.com) 
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Bonecrusher: Tomorrow 1s Too Late LP 
After the brilliant Good Life 12”, several line-up changes and some 
silence Bonecrusher is back on the track again. The old singer had to 
leave the band because of drug problems, so the drummer took over 
vocals. Their style of singing comes very close to eachother, although 
the drummer has some strange accent in his singing. The music is just 


like the other records: a raw mixture of streetpunk and hardcore, 
roughly recorded and combined with working class lyrics. They also 
do Chelsea’s Urban Kids. (www.knock-out.de) 

Bonecrusher: Singles Collection CD 

Finally all the old EP’s got collected on CD. Even though the band is 


` around for almost ten years they never made any major musical 


changes. The songs on this CD are according the usual recipe: 
streetpunk, a touch of hardcore, rough sound and working class lyrics. 
The best songs are probably those from the Good Life 12”EP. Another 
essential CD for your collection. 

Boycot : Total Boycot 1995-2000 CD 

Ten years ago a bunch of Alkmaar crusties entered the dutch punk 
scene and blew everyone away with an impressing debut demo. With 
a mix of crust, punk and humour the band soon grew in popularity 
and shortly after the released their first (split) EP's. A few EP’s later 
the band replaced the punk stuff for lame metal and i lost my interest 
in them. I bough this CD for the first 28 songs which compile the 
band’s first four EP’s. Even today these songs gave me the same 
exciting feeling as ten years ago. (www.boycot.tk 


Champion: Promises Left CD ; 
After two mcd's Champion finally released their debut CD, and for 
sure it’s a brilliant one. Honest and tight played youthcrew influenced 
by some more modern hardcore stuff and yet more melodic than the 
usual youihcrew stuff. After this CD the band became one of the 
leading youthcrew bands these days. When you listen to this CD you'll 
understand why. (www.xchampionx.com) 
Commandantes: Lieder Für Die Arbeiterklasse LP 
Probably one of the better records i bought this year. These germans 
recorded 12 more and less famous revolutionary songs. Some of them 
are more than 70 years old like for example Bella Ciao. Other songs are 
written by the old german communist musician Ernst Busch. The 
music combines punk with some sireetpunk and a bit of ska. The 
songs are roughly recorded , but created a perfect sound for this kind 
of music. All of you who're into punk music and left-wing politics can 
buy this album blindly. Highly recommended! 
(www.commandantes.de) 
Deadline: Getting Serious LP 
Often this band is being compared with Vice Squad although 1 don't 
understand why. Ok, both bands have a female singer, but except for 
that I don't see that much resemblances. 
Compared to their Back For More LP this record is more melodic and 
uptempo. Even if I don't know if this is posilive or not I can say 
Deadline made a good record. (www.deadline-uk.com) 
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Dislocated: Out Of Control demoCD 

Six tracks of catchy and melodic punkrock with male and female 
vocals. The songs are sometimes a bit simple, but considering the fact 
it’s just a demo it doens't really matter. The presentation of the band 
looks professional and also live the band build up some experience. If 
the band will work on newer and better songs i'm sure we will hear 
their name more often. A promising debut. (www.dislocated.nl) 


Doom Kounty Electric Chair: The Omnicide EP 2CD 


Sometimes i wonder if people who send me their stuff for review 
know what sort of zine this is. DKEC does some redneck punk/rock 
style with over-irritating yankee style vocals. Think of Velvet Kevolver 
going punk. Good for a laugh, but that’s it. (www.doomkounty.com) 
Drongos For Europe: Bitchslaps! CD 

Typical mohawk punk on this one. 12 tracks about war, being bored, 
being punk, etc. The sound is a bit rough, but yet powerful and full of 
energy. If you like bands like GBH, Varukers or old Exploited with a 
bit more sing-a-longs, a little streetpunk and melody i suggest you get 
this one. (www.bitches-and-bastards.tk) 

Gorefest: The Ultimate Collection Part One 2CD 

Gorefest can be considered as one of the most important dutch death 
metal bands. During the band’s existence they released 5 CD’s, a live 
CD, 2 EP’s and two demo’s. After a few years of silence the band 
reformed. again. Besides a new CD all the old material (mostly sold 
out) is collected on three double CD’s. 

Part one collects both demo’s and their debut CD Mindloss. The 18 
tracks on this double CD shows us the first effords of Gorefest: death 
metal not unlike the debut of Paradise Lost with growling vocals. 
Gorefest: The Ultimate Collection Part Two 2CD 

The band reached their most populair period after releasing the 
albums False and Erase. The False album is still considered as one of 
the best dutch death metal albums: 9 blasting tracks with social-critical 
lyrics. Or to use their own words, “this was the album we had 
enviosened from our debut days”. The album sold 50.000 copies. 

Two years later the band released their Erase album on which the band 
set their first steps on a new path. A cleaner sound, not as fast as False 
and more influenced by famous trash metal bands of those days. This 
album sold even better... 60.000 copies. 

Both CD’s come with extensive booklets with pictures, biography and 
are sold for the price of one CD. (www.gorefest.nl) 

Green Day: American Idiot 2LP 

After a few crappy records Green Day seems to be back on the old 
road again. Catchy snotty punkrock. Now they are millionairs they 
also seem to be into politics, but I’m not gonna write about that here, 
as almost every glossy magazine does. All 1 do is wondering were all 
these so called political bands were ten years ago? I never heard of 
Rock Against Clinton. But back to their music. This record has only 
highlights, from the typical punksongs as American Idiot and Holiday 
to more The Who inspired songs as Jesus Of Suburbia and 
Homecoming. The production is done very well without losing that 
typical live sound and shows a major difference to for example 
Imsomniac. I hope Green Day will continue on this way, if so they are 
ready to be one of the most populair punk bands for the next ten years 


as well. (www.greenday.com i 
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Hard Skin: Same Meat - Different Gravy LP 

The 100% drinking class skins from London are back. They still hate 
work, they still hate the fucking cops and they still love their beers. 
Songs like Copper Cunt, The Boys In Blue and Down The Pub make it 
all very clear. Don’t expect any changes to their ‘first wave of close 
shave’ LP. Even the lay-out is the same! Just buy it. 

Hateful: Reasons To Be hateful CD : 
Punkrock, heavily infleunced by bands as The Clash, The Ruts and 
early streetpunk. Can't believe this is just a debut CD as this is such a 
brilliant album. Listen to songs as Second Chance, Charity Case, Time 
Out and Fraudstar and you'll understand what i mean. Meanwhile the 
band recorded their second album and a member of the UK Subs 
joined them on second guitar. Read the interview elsewhere this issue. 
(www.hatefui.fsnet.co.uk) 


Je Moeder: demo 2004 CD 

One of the upcoming bands in my hometowm. Je Moeder combines 
metal, hiphop, reggea and punk. Not unlike bands as Neuk or the 
Osdorp Posse/ Nembrionic cooperation. The quality of the three songs 
and these recordings is so good that i actually don't understand why 
they didn't released this as an EP. Meanwhile the band got picked up 
by a local label and are working on their debut album. My 
expectations for that one are high, especially after this overwhelming 
demo. (www.je-moeder.nl) 

Jesus Skins/Jewdriver: split PicLP 


Jewdriver created a brilliant image. A few of their songs are parodies 
to Skrewdriver titles. They even mention ZOG on their thankslist. But 
then their music... too simple uptempo punk which is just 
dissapointing. 

The other side is better. The Jesus Skins already impressed me with 
theur Unser Kreuz... LP. This time they recorded 7 new hillarious 
songs. The lyrics deal with ‘typical’ christian subjects as sex before 
marriage, going to the church, etc. They alo recorded the 4Skins classic 
ACAB: Alles Christen, Alle Breit. Best song is Fiir Immer Christ with 
guest vocals by ao. Slime members. Just fucking brilliant. 
(www.jesusskins.org) 

Judasville: Welcome To Judasville CD 

Out of the ashes of bands like Urban Conflict and Violation Of Trust 
Judasville arised. During the band's short existence they already 
gained lots of popularity and seems to be the habitual support act for 
the famous dutch rock'n'roll band The Goiden Earring. The 11 tracks 
are in between rock'n'roll, 70ies rock and sometimes a small touch of 
rockabilly. Lyrics are quite personal, including a few love songs. With 
songs as Excuse Me, Hey Hey Hey and Dancing On Nothing the band 
has a glorious future in sight. (www.judasville.com 


Los Fastidios 


The Last Resort: Resurrection MCD 
Although this is just a mcd with a few bonus tracks you have to pay 
the full price for it. This mcd contains four new tracks in the typical 
resort style. Besides the four new tracks the band rerecorded a few 
older tracks and some 4-Skins covers. Other bonustracks includes 
covers from bands as Warzone, Agnostic Front and again the 4-Skins 
which appeared on several tribute CD’s the last years. Except for the 
price this CD gives a good overview of what The Last Resort recorded 
during the last few years. (www.captainoi.com) 

Los Fastidios: Siempre Contra LP 

The pressure after the brilliant Guaro Avanti LP and the even better 
Ora Basta mcd must have been quite tough. I listened to this record 
over hundred times by now and still i don’t know if they succeeded to 
outshine Guardo Avanti. This record is surely not dissapointing, but 
neither does it surprise me. The production is less powerfull as on the 
Guardi Avanti LP and Ora Basta MCD. Still this record has a few 
streetpunk anthems like Non Sarai Nai Solo, Johnny & The Queer Boot 
Boys Skankin’Town and Antifa Hooligans. (www.losfastidios.com) 
Lousy: The Babylon Distrcit LP 

Although already released two years ago, still good enough to review 
in 2005. The german soccer fans of Lousy do a great job on this piece of 
wax. Mix recent Business style with some NY hardcore and you have a 
good idea of what Lousy sounds like. (www.lousy.de) 
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MDC: Magnus Dominus Corpus LP 

18 new tracks of real hardcore which blows you away from the first til 
the last second. 18 times pure hatred directed against everything that 
pisses them off, which is mainly G.W.Bush. I think the song title Girls 
Like You Make Me Queer is one of the best titles of this year and with 
the song Nazis Shouldn't Drive they wrote a humouress song about 
the death of skrewydriver Ian Stuart Donaldson. This records breaths 
the same energy, passion and power as the first MDC records. If you 
like those you can’t go wrong on these. 
(www. freespeach.org/deadcops) 


Monster X: Indoctrination - Complete Discography CD 


In between 1993 and 1998 these americans shocked the hardcore scene 
by combining straight edge hardcore and grindcore. During the band’s 
existence they released several demo’s and (split) EP’s of which To The 
Positive Youth was their best. That EP contained 8 youthcrew covers 
from bands like Straight Ahead, YoT and Chain Of Strength. After ali 
these years this EP is reissued on CD together with all the other stuff 
the band ever recorded. Essential to complete your collection if you're 
into grind or brutal hardcore. (www.haterofgod.com) 

Motörhead: Inferno 2LP 

2005 seems to be the year of the comebacks. Well known oldies like 
MDC, Napalm Death and also Motórhead deliver their best album 
since years. Of course this is not a new Overkill or Ace Of Spades, but 
het, those ages are gone. This new record is just a good rock'n'roll 
record and shows how Motórhead should sound like. Highlights are 
typical Motórhead songs like Terminal Show, In The Name Of The 
Tragedy and the acoustic Whorehouse Blues. 
(www.motorheadrules.com) 

The Movement: Revolutionary Sympathies CD 

Punk, mod and sould: these Denish commies prove these different 
styles fit perfectly on one CD. The songs vary from beautiful love 
songs like A. Little Rain to uptempo punk songs as Karl Marx or 
Revolutionary Sympathies. This time no ska influences anymore like 
on their Move album, but personally i think this is a step forward. 
Brilliant CD by a brilliant band. Read the interview elsewhere this 
issue. (www.themovement.dk' 


Napalm Death: The Code is Red... CD ` 
After several CD's filled with terrible deathmetal/pre nu-metal crap, 
the band is back where they belong: the absolute top of the grind 
scene. Don't expect a 2005 version of Scum or From Enslavement, but 
16 blasting grind tracks. The lyrics are like we use to know them and 
the production of this record might be the best in the band's history. 
Right now i can't think of any young grind band which has the quality 
to be as half as good as what Napalm Death shows us here... 
(www.enemyofthemusicbusiness.com) 

No Respect: Unadjusted 21 P 

Although No Respect is very often described as ska punk there isn't 
that much ska in it. Ok, they have brass section takes a prominent 
place in their music, but stili I think a label like punkrock would be a 
better description. Anyway, the band does 13 new tracks in their usual 
style. The best track is Do They Owe Us A Living. It’s always tricky to 
record a Crass cover, but their version sounds honest and convincing. 
The other record contains 14 live tracks recorded in their hometown 
which gives a good overview of the band’s history. (www.norespect- 
skapunk.de) 
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Oil i: The Glory Of Honour CD 

12 hard hitting Oi!-anthems combining the music of Stars & Stripes 
with the humour of Hard Skin. Lyrics deal with the daily life of a 
skinhead: waving your national flag, a 60 hour workweek, beating up 
punks and hippies (what's the difference?), spending your paycheck at 
the pub, etc. The booklet includes pictures from the movie Made In 
Britain. The band also covers Pulling On The Boots from the Romper 
Stomper movie. If the skinhead scene is missing one thing it is 


humour. Oil! Understoond this very well PS.Not for all you 
“real'skins. (www.ghetto-rock.com) 

Opció K-95: Terra Cremada CD 

The newest CD by these Catelan redskins, this time released by the 
upcoming german redskin label Fire & Flames. 13 uptempo streetpunk 
songs with metal and some hardcore influences, The vocals are less 
open than most other bands in this genre, but personally i think the 
vocals fit exactly into this type of music. Lyrics deal with the usual 
subjects. Titles as Working Class Hell, N12 and Nation Of Oi! Make 
very clear where the band stands. Brilliant release! 
(www.opciok95.com) 

The Oppressed: Won't Say Sorry 2CD 

After years of silence the famous Cardif Oi!-band is back together. The 
Candian redskin label Insurgence collected all their previous released 
material on two double CD’s. The first one includes all the songs the 
band wrote during the years. The second one includes all the covers 
the band has recorded during the years, which are 35 in total. Besides 
well known Oi! Anthems from ‘bands like The Last Resort, 4Skins, 
Cockney Rejects and Angelic Upstarts, this double CD aiso includes 
covers from bands as Slade and T Rex. As bonus there're two tracks by 
The Oppressed skinhead reggea project The Rude Boys including a 
cover by the godfather of ska Laurel Aitken. Brilliant CD by one of the 
best Oi! Bands ever. (www.insurgence.net) 

Paul Carter: Old Enough To Know Better CD 

Usualli i appreciate acoustic punk music, but this CD doesn’t. 17 
tracks, the recordings sound like it’s some lofi stuff. The songs are too 
simple and it sounds like he wrote this CD in one hour. 
(www.sigon.com/ psr 
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“WON'T SAY SORRY" 
TRE COMPLETE COVER STORK , 

Peter Pan Speedrock: Spread Fagle CD 
In Holland PPS build up the reputation to be one of the most powerful 
live bands around. With their combination of Motörhead like 
rock'n'roll and a bit of meta! the band peformed at almost every stage 
in Holland, Belgium and Germany. With songs like Cock Teaser, 
Damn You All To Hell and Alfa Female the band once again proves 
they deserve to be one of the leading rock'n'roll bands in Holland. 
(www.peterpanspeedrock.com) 
Pissed On Arrival: Here We Go Again CD 
Punkrock in between '77 and streetpunk with female vocal. The band 
plays covers from bands like the Sex Pistols, Blitz and The Adicis. 
They won't make it into my year top-10, but neither do they dissapoint 
me. (www.brutusrecords.com) 
Prostitute Disfigurement: Left In Grisly Fashion CD 
Besides my obsession for (street)punk and hardcore there're some 
other musical genres where i spend my money on. For example the 
death-metal and grind genres. The dutch headbangers from PD just 
released an overwhelming debut CD. Even for deathmetal standards 
this album is very extreme. Faaast and blasting death metal with gore 
style vocals. I didn’t read the lyrics, but with such a band name i 
suppose they deal with mass murders and other gore-related subjects. 


* Although their could have been a bit more variation in the vocals this 


is a brilliant CD in their genre. (www.prostitutedisfigurement.com) 
Rancore: Rifiuto CD 
Uptempo, furious and melodic HC from Italy. Lyrics and info are all in 
Italian so i don't understand a fuck of what they sing about. The CD 
sounds like the spent some serious time and money on it and you mu: 
be deaf not to hear the enthusiasm on this CD. Although melodic HC 
is not my favourite style i surely appreciate this one. 


Redskins: Live 1985 CD 
This CD collects 15 live tracks recorded live in London during the Kick 
Over Apartheid Tour. For those who're not familair yet with the 
Redskins; they combined mod, punk & soul with a radical leftwing 
message..The band members were involved in the Socialist Workers 
Party by then, which makes clear what their politics are. 
(www.madbuicher.de) 

Rejected Youth: Angry Kids LP 

After an impressing live gig the boys from Rejected Youth gave me 
their newest record. The germans do 16 tracks of punkrock in between 
uptempo ‘77, streetpunk and melodic punkrock. The songs have titles 
as The Peoples Voice, Antifascista and A Threat. The production could 
have been a bit more powerful, but except for that it’s a very good 
punk record (www.rejectedyouth.de 
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Scrapy: Unsteady Times LP : 
After the absolute fabulous “Saturday Night...” LP my expectations 
were very high. The record kicks of with the Rancid-like Roots 
Rockers. Also other tracks like Rudie Can't Fail, Won't Take My Boots 
Off and Soul Girl are about the subcultural roots of the band. The song 
Shot Down deals with the Palestine/Israeli conflict and is one of the 
few typical 2-tone tracks on this record. The production of this record 
is done very weil and all in all Scrapy made a very good new record. 
But still I don't think I’ll listen to it as much as the “Saturday Night...’ 
LP (www.streetska.de) 


Skalariak: Radio Ghetto CD 

Compared to earlier records like Klub Ska or their self titled album, 
this album shows some major changes. Less 2 tone, more latin 
influences, less uptempo... It took a while before i could get into their 
new style, but now i think this might be their best album. Politcally the 
band didn’t change. Lyrics like José República, The Solution and In My 
Name make that very clear. (www.skalariak.com) 

Slapshot: Tear It Down MCD 

The whole Boston vs New York is growing out of proportions. I’m not 
gonna waste too much time on this childish moron discussion. Besides, 
Nijmegen is still the #1 city in the world. But let's talk about their 
music. This is just a typical Slapshot CD in the style like we know 
them: pure old style hc like they do for almost 20 years now. I hope 
they'll continue another 20 years in this way. 
(www.oldstylehardcore.com) 


Smash The Statues: demo CD-R 

Melodic he from my hometown... I think this is their debut, but i'm not 
really sure about that. Live the band does some Minor Threat covers 
and on this demo you can also hear influences from modern he bands 
like AFI, etc. The production isn’t that brillinat, but considering the 
fact this is just a low-budget recorded demo you can:say the guys 
delivered some good stuff. If the band will continiue this way i'm sure 
we'll hear much more from them in the future. 
(www.smashthestatues.tk) 

Stand & Fight: Together We Win CD 

After 10 years of relative silence the youthcrew thing is on the rise 
again. One of the leading labels in this genre is Bridge Nine Records. 
Just as most of their releases also Stand & Fight shows some fine 
quality hardcore. Their music -especially the singing style- reminds 
me a lot of Youth Of Today, which can oniy be considered as positive, 
With titles like ] Won't Break, Promises and So Much More you 
already know where the lyrics are about. If you're into youthcrew this 
band is worth your support. (www.thestraightedge.com) 

Stars & Stripes: One Man Army CD 

After years of silence this Slapshot side project went to the studio 
again. Compared to their first record this one is more streetpunk and 
less Oi! Orientated. Lyrics deal with soccer, soccer and soccer, which is 
quite surprising for a band from the USA. The songs are catchy and 
have the usual sing a long chorusses, but the songs could have been a 
bit more uptempo for my taste. Not a bad record, but certainly not one 
of my favourites of this year. (www.iscreamrecords,com) i 


Toy Dolls: Our Last Album? CD 
It took some years, but finally these punks went back into the studio. 
The usual ingredients are presented: simple and catchy punk music, an 
overload of sing a longs... The production is much better than some of 
their earlier records. Actually this is one of the best CD's they ever 
recorded. The cover version of Europe's The Final Countdown is just 
brilliant. (www.thetoydolls.com) 

Up To Vegas: Punkstyie Rock'n Roll PicLP 

The title says it all. Streetpunk, psychobilly and a small touch of 
hardcore. Uptempo, catchy, just the way i like it. Vinyl is limited to 500 
copies, so hurry up if you don't want to mis it. (www.uptovegas.de) 
V/A: A Tribute To Motórhead PicLP 

Motórhead is one of those few rock bands who had a major influence 
on the punk scene. If you listen to a record as On Parole you can hear 


why. The german punk label Randale Records invited several 
(street)punk, billy and Oi! Bands to record their favourite Motórhead 
track. Best versions are done by Tower Blocks, Buffalo Chips(!!!) and 
Rejected Youth. (www Tapdale seoorda, de 


V/A: No New York LP 

At the end of the 70ies there shorily existed a music genre called No 
Wave. Influences from new wave, (post) punk and experimental stuff 
resulted in this structured chaos. A mixture of Joy Division and Melt 
Banana might be a good description. A Russian label, of which I’m not 
able to read the name, collected recordings from this four different 
bands from this period onto this piece of 180 grams wax: Contortions, 


Teenage Jesus And The jerks, Mars and DNA. The A-side is a bit too 


freaky and experimental for my taste, but Mars and DNA make a 
better impression. Mars reminds me a bit of of the more experimental 
stuff from Crass. A feast for the ears for those who can appreciate 
experimental punk music. (info@lilith-spb-ru.com) 

V/A: Oil - Made In Holland CD 

This nice price CD featers 25 Oi!/ (street)punk bands from Holland and 
gives a nice overview of the dutch scene. A few bands are quite boring 
(GOH, Get Out, Knockdown), while others are missing (Heros & 
Zeros), but the majority of the featered bands show a high level of 
quality: Razorbiade, Discharger, BBK, Evil Conduct, 4Minute 
Warning... (www.rebellionrecords.1d) 

V/A: Skannibal Party 5 CD 

Skannibal Party is the compilation sery by Kob Records (Los Fastidios’ 
label) and Black Butcher (Mad Butcher sub label). 22 catchy and 
relaxing ska/reggea tunes collected on one CD. Included bands are 
Greg Milke Growie, Los Dingos, No Respect, Skalpel and many others. 
Cheap sampler which gives a nice overview of both labels. 
(www.madbutcher.de) 

V/A: Tales From The Streets part 2 CD 

Besides playing in the Stage Bottles Olaf also works at Hooligan 
Streetwear. To show affinity with their subcultural roots they 
compiled thsi CD, As with most compilations, this CD consists of 
quality and some fillers. Quality are bands like Up To Vegas, Vanilla 
Muffins, Derozers, Scrapy, Heros & Zeros and Southern Way. 
(www.hooligan.de) 


Clean living under difficult circumstances 


At a thursday evening in september three well dressed guys from Denmark, aka The Movement, play in Holland. 
Heavely influenced by early The Jam they blow a refreshing wind over the punk scene. The evening was the 
kick-off for a three-week tour through Europe to promote their last album 'Revolutionary Sympathies'. Although 
their drummer joined the band only six weeks before gnd the singer had the flu they played tight as hell. 
During almost one hour the band treated the audiance with hard mod or aggropop mixed with soul, punk and 
working class lyrics. After the gig i met Lukas Scherfig (guitar/vocals}, a not so talkative, but friendly person... 
We talked about playing in a band, subcultures and politics. 


To start with a few boring questions... The usual one, can 
you shortly describe the band's history? 

We are around since 2000. I started the band. In the beginning 
we had another drummer (Stefan Andersen, ed), but he got sick 
and collapsed on stage. Now we have a new drummer, Sir, he's 
completely new. I started the band because i wanted to make a 
band like this, that was inspired by The Jam and that kind of 
stuff, but also by soul. 


You were in another band before (The Roosters), what's the 
difference between them? Is it only musically or also lyric- 
wise? 

I've been in some other bands before, mostly rock'n'roll. I lived 
in London for one year where i played in some bands as well. 
Then i decided i want to make my own band where i could write 
the lyrics, and be the singer and play guitar. 

You have a new drummer, what is his past and in which 
bands did he played before? 

I didn't know him before, so i don't exactly know. He's been in 
the USA for five years at a drum school. But he couldn't get a 
work permission. So he had to get out of the country, and he 
came back... He did that a few times ‘till he decided he want to 
go back home again, to Copenhagen. When we needed a 
drummer, he saw that, he phoned us and now he is in the 
band. He is with us for only one and a half month yet. We just 
went on tour with The Slackers and now we have our own tour. 
We get back home at the end of october. We have some weekend 
shows planned and then we'll write some new stuff and 
rehearse with our new drummer. I think we'll record a few 
demo's for a new album. 
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That's pretty fast... 

There're two years in between the first and the second album. 
ae two albums created lots of groundwork for us, ves ogee 
in Germany. We play a lot there and lots of people show up. I 
think it will be good if the next album wili be released one year 
after our second album. 

Your last album, Revolutionairy Sympathies, is less punk 
orientated, a bit slower and you also kicked out the ska 


influences. Does this influence your audience? 

I think so. Especially in Germany. All the punks still come to 
the shows, but i can see there're more ‘normal’ people coming to 
our shows. That's good, because we don't want to be a 
subcultural band. We still want to be a political band, but we 
want to bring the political stuff into a more mainsiream 
audience. Otherwise it's just preaching for the converted, which 
is still a good party of course. I think it will be better to be more 
mainstream, without losing our roots. With mainstream i don't 
mean more commercial, but reaching a wider audience with our 
politics. That's also why we don't identify ourself as being a 
punkband. We want to grow bigger than just the punk scene. 
Playing both in squats and clubs, we like to mix things. 

The last album is also half political and half love songs. I like to 
mix that. We are a political band, but not only a political band. 
Sometimes political bands can't sing about love. Sometimes 
bands who only do love songs can't sing about society, while i 
see it as one thing, You can have a close releationship with your 
girlfriend or whoever, but there's a society around it. Both 
things are very important to our lives so it should be mixed. 


I read a few reviews of your last album in non-political 
magazines. They wrote “The Movement are a radical left- 
wing band, but not in a preaching way”. Is that why your 
last album has exactly the same amount of both politica! 
and love songs? 

That's only on our last album. The political songs are for the 
‘love’ people and the love songs are for the political people. We 
want to motivate political people to listen more to love songs. 
We also want to change their environment. There're normai 
peopie with a normal job, who are anti-facist, but who can't 
identify theirselves with the antifascist movement. Simply 
because it's too punk and everyone wears black clothes. So they 
don't go to the demonstrations, even though they are anti- 
fascist. Our goal is to make the anti-fascist movement more 
open to everybody. Otherwise the political movement is just a 
subculture and then it doesn't make any sense. 

Ofcourse we're not preaching. We aren't a movement. That's 
why we: say we support everybody who's on the left-wing. Even 
people i personally don't sympathyse with. We play for 
anarchists, socialists and communists. In these times we can't 
just support one strong party. If there're some anarchists in 
Germany who do something against racism, then we come to 
support them. If there're communists who do something 
political or whatever, then we come to play there. The problem 
on the left-wing is there're so many fractions: if you don't sere: 
with a party, you make another party... That's a stupid thing o: 
the left-wing. It makes so many fractions and we don't want to 
be part of that game. Ofcourse we have our own political ideas, 


but i can also support somebody i don't completely agree with. 
If they can reach more people that's ok, and hopefully in the 
end it all comes together. 

For your last album you made a video for the song 'A Little 
Less Rain’. Did you get any airplay yet? 

Yeah. I think about eight or nine TV-stations are playing it 
They are just small stations, like Viva, which is some small 
station in Germany. Also the music channel plays it once in a 
while. But it's very low-budget. I'd like to make a video with a 
bigger budget, because there're lots of stations who don't want 
to airplay our video because it's so low-budget. There's also a 
video on the Revolutionairy Sympathies album. If you put the 
CD in your computer there's an old video of the song 'Losing 
You’. 

Do you have plans for a new video? 

Yes, that's one of the reasons why we want te change our 
recordlabel. We want a label which has a little more money. We 
played so many shows and we build up everything from 
nothing. Like for example this tour. If they spent a little more 
money on it, it was much easier for us. It took us two years to 
be where we're now, while with some more money it could have 
been one year. 


You get mainly positive reviews and you're always on the 
road with the band. Is it already possible to make a living 
out of the band? 

Yes, but not a good living. Right now we're on tour for 24 days. 
It's difficult to have a job when you can't come. Normaily we 
play every wednesday till saturday. When we're on the road we 
don't use any money cause we get food, a place to sleep and the 
next day we drive on to the next gig. So we live from the band, 
but not that good. But it's the only way. Otherwise we have to 
spend lots of time on working while we all want be musicians. 
With the combination of pop inspired punk music- or 
modpunk, aggropop, whatever you want to cali it- and 
political lyrics you can easily be compared to bands as 
Chumbawamba or The Blaggers. Do you ses yourself in that 
position? 

Yeah, i hope so. if we don't lose the political part. I know 
there're lots of people in the punk scene -especially young 
people- who have problems with it. If you're against capitalism 
where can you play and what can you do and still don't be a 
part of it? As i see it, just like an old saying, if you want to stop 
a boss you have to go with him for a while. That's exactly what 
we try to do. 

Besides we want to combine the political thing with a<good 
party. Having a good time with the political things. Politics 
should be fun. 

This seem to be very important to you. Is this is a way to 
criticise the left-wing movement? To say there's too little 
humour in the ieft-wing movement? 

I think so, But it's also not enough to make some posters and to 
be there with just a few people. If the left-wing wants to survive 
it needs to grow away from the hippie-stuff. In the 60ies it was 
fashionable to be a hippie and that was good, but no things are 
changing, the fashion is changing. You have to change the 
style, cause the style is only the packing. That's what this mod- 
thing is abeut, about modernisn, being modern and not being 
conservative about a style. Lots of punks think it says 
something when you look like a punk, but it doesn't say what's 
inside. It just a fashion and it doesn't change anything. The 
message inside, that's important. If you want to reach other 
people then you can't wait until everyone dresses like a punk. 
It's about the structure of this society, not about a subculture. 


Check out the band’s website with mp3’s, video’s and news 
at: www.themovement.dk 


` HATEFUL» 


Once in a while there’s a band which is abie to 
stir up the drowsy punkrock scene; Scottish 
Hateful is one of these bands. In 2003 the 
band released their debut album called 
‘Reasons To Be Hateful’ which presented a 
refreshing mix of The Clash, The Ruts and 
streetpunk. Two years later the band releases 
their second album ‘Diamond Among The Coal’ 
which should be availaible in stores by the 
time you read this. A few weeks before the 
release i did a small interview with the band 
by email. Thanks to Alex and Kev for 
answering. 


Can you shortly introduce the band? 

Alex: There's Kev on drums and backing vocals. Monty 
on bass. Brian on guitar and backing vocals and myself, 
Alex on guitar and vocals. 

There's a new man on board. Can you tell a bit more 
about him, his dodgy past and influence on Hateful? 
Alex: I can certainly say he's an influence on us. A bad 
one! He forces us to drink a lot more than we would 
normally. As for his dodgy past I don't think im allowed 
to say anything in case we get sued but im sure lots of 
people will know Brian's track record and how good he 
is. 

it's clear you're inspired by bands as The Clash & The 
Ruts. Are there any other bands that influenced your 
sound? 

Alex:Definitely! Between the four of us we have lots of 
different influences. There’s a lot of the original punk 
bands (Sex Pistols, Stranglers, Buzzcocks etc) also 
bands like Slade, T Rex, The Who. We like lots of 
different stuff from the Cockney Rejects to Bob Marley. 
its also good to be influenced by bands you don't like so 
you can make sure you never sound like them! There're 
too many manufactured bands and artists now. It’s like 
a production line of wax dummies. 


A while ago you released your debut album on 
Rebellion Records. How did you came in touch with 
them since you're not a skinhead band? 

Alex: Kev got in touch with Wouter through the internet 
and Wouter liked our kind of sound so we got together 
through that. Although Rebellion is mainly known for 
being a skinhead label, Wouter does like to support 
other punk bands. I think too many people like to put 
bands in little boxes marked “skin” “oi” “punk” and 
maybe peopie should push the boundaries a bit more. 
How is the cooperation with them and how do they 
support you... | heard about upcoming gigs in Holland. 
Alex: Wouter has supported us more than anyone. We 
are great friends with him and we enjoy being on 


Rebellion (although if someone wants to give us a couple 
of million pounds im sure Wouter wouldn't mind losing 
us if we gave him a cut!) 

We have a small tour coming up in october and 
november. 


In which other countries have you played so far? Do 
you have any nice on-the-road stories to share with 
us? 

Alex: Ha ha! Yeah, i'm sure there are tons of stories I 
could tell, but I haven't been offered enough money for 
them yet!! Although there was one time when we were. 
touring in England when I was rather drunk in the tour 
bus and decided to be sick out of the window while we 
were travelling at 70 miles an hour. I didn't know that 
somone had opened a window at the back so when I was 
sick it flew out one window and back in the other 
covering everyone who was sitting there. It made me very 
popular! 

Kev: I toured France with a band I was in in the 90's 
called Distorted Truth and the bass player was being a 
twat as he couldn't handle a few days in a foreign 
country and we got lost and ended up in Belgium! Got 
pulled over at the border and cause him and his 
girlfriend were being twats got the full search treatment, 
the old trousers doon or in her case skirt and fingers in! 
Haha, highlight of the tour for me and a few others, 
Belgian border guards can spot a twat at 200 yards you 
know! Haha. 

Judging on the shirts you're wearing (e.g. Amebix}, so 
i suppose your musical interest is much wider than 
just Hateful. Are there any plans for side projects? 
Alex: Just the usual kind of stuff like doing film 
soundtracks and putting together an album of 
traditional scottish music mixed with dub reggae.We try 
to keep ourselves busy with Hateful but each of us has 
our own thing that we like to do from time to time. 


In the songs ‘Burn Alive’ and 'Charity' you make 
some statements against the upper class. Do you see 
yourself as a political band? 


Alex: No. Politics in its normal form doesn't interest us 
at all. Its too easy to package someone as left or right 
wing due to one point of view. It's a very lazy way to look 
at things 

Kev: I’m only interested in playing. If you like what w 
do fine come along and enjoy. If you don't, fine. I ain’t 
interested in wavig flags for no one. 

A while ago a CD 
by your ex band 
called "Street punk 
Rules" got released. 
Can you tell a bit 
more about it? 
Kev: Basically the 
band I mentioned 
earlier, Distorted 
Truth, had a few 
records out in the 
early 90's. A cd with 
4 the material from 
i this period got 
released on a label 
Combat Rock Records in France a while ago. I wrote, 
played on and paid for these songs and therefore expect 
to be paid for the exploitation of just mentioned work. 
But he refuses to pay me for my work, out of order? I 
think so. street punk roolz - 1 don't think. 

You're currently working on a second album. What 
can we expect from it and are there any major 
changes compared to your debut album? 

Alex: You can expect more big punk choruses and 
catchy songs and you can expect us to get better for the 
next one too. The biggest difference from the first album 
is it costs us more money! 

Do you have any closing comments? 

Alex: Support your local scene and don't get sucked into 
anything you're not comfortable with. Don't be a sheep. 
Kev: You can check out the band at 
www.hateful.fsnet.co.uk where there is a great video to 
download that cost a fortune to make! 


Because there's some speculation on the internet and in 
this interview on Combat Rock i sent them an email and 
gave them the chance to reply... 

Distorted Truth released a 7" and later recorded a full lenght 
album which was pressed on Link record (UK). I noticed them at 
that period and enjoyed their musie. The band recorded demos 
for a second album an send me a tape of it... I totally loved it... as 
they were playing live in my area (In Longwy, north east of 
France} I went to see them and found the gig marvellous... I was 
totally into it...We talked about a deal with Davy (DT's bass 
player) and Alshy (singer and guitarist) . After agreement, I paid 
money for the recording of the songs to release "Couterfeit 
Culture" (which is a total classic...really honnest) For royalties, 
the band received 10 or 15% of the pressed records {I cant 
rememeber exactly the quantity now as I am at home and not at 
the office with the papers and contracts}. The records didn't sold 
too much unfortunately and only 1000 copies were pressed but 
only on vynil format...good old days....- so to explain it clearly, I 
own the recording because I paid for it and the band received 
records 100 or 150 records as royalties.I got in touch with Davy 
the bass player, the only one I was in touch with through the 
years, and we spoke about a CD reissue as the vinyl was sold 
out. He proposed me to add the tracks from the first album 
{smashed hits} because he was the owner of the recordings. We 
received the papers from Paul Prior Link records allowing me to 
use the songs as they were not owners of the songs. SoI made a 
21 tracks CD called "street punk rules" with tracks from both 
albums and a few 'rarities" such as a Ruts cover...so i made the 
deal with Davy and I sent him 10% of the pressed cds that time 
as royalties. Later I received a mail from Kevin asking me money 
for that release... I explained him a few times the situation but he 
doesnt seem to understand... I told him to get in touvh with Davy 
but their relationship seem broken...on my side I paid for the 
recording and gave LPs & Cds as royalties, I cant give again 
more, I know it 's not easy to understand but if you need any 
more details, just ask me..and in fact don't publicate all that 
(which is in bad english written) cos it's more borring for people | 
think..it's up to you... but trying to know where the truth is in 
such a case is very correct from you...good evening...Capsc69 


De Maat Is Vol 


Working class resistance in Holland -except in the harbours- seems to be something of the past. For almost 25 years 
the biggest unions have more interest in cooperating with the employer's organisations and the government than to 
really support their own members. One of the most refreshing and inspiring exceptions to this pessimist view is De 
Maat Is Vol (It is Enough - DMIV): an active and radical network active within the FNV. A few months ago i had 


following conversation with Johan Kwisthout who's active within this network. 


For the people who're not familiair with the dutch political landscape: 
DMIV: De Maat Is Vol (1t Is Enough) - active & radical network within the FNV 


ENV: biggest dutch union - social democrats 
PVDA: Labour Party - social democrats 

SP: Socialist party - socialists 

Groen Links: Green Party 

Solidair: Worker's organisation linked to the SP 


Solidariteit (Solidarity): libertarian-marxist orientated group active within the FNV 
CAO: Collective Labour Agreement - this agreement sets the minimum demands concerning payment and secundairy working 


conditions for each sector. 


Can you shortly introduce DMIV? 

DMIV is an organisation which has its roots in the harbour of 
Rotterdam. It's a movement within the union, mainly within the FNV 
(social-democrat union). DMIV strives for a combative union. It started 
with strikes in the dutch harbour. Later on this was extended to other 
sectors within the union. 


Was there any direct reason to found DMIV? 

The direct reason, or the trigger was the Port Package. In the past 
dockworkers had to be certificated. For safety reasons not everyone is 
allowed to unload a ship. Thanks to the Port Package, which is a 
european measure, this guideline will be repealed. That means that in 
the future everyone is allowed to work in the harbour. That was the 
direct reason to found the action committee De Maat Is Vol and to 
strike against the new guideline. And we succeeded. 

People noticed there was hardly any support from the union and saw 
how the unions had lost their combative spirit. They concluded that if 
we want to change something and if we want to form the union into a 
combative organisation, we have to change something within the 
union, 

Why does DMIV choose to stay active within the FNV union? Did 
you never considered to leave the FNV to start a new radical union, 
together with for example Solidair or Solidariteit? 

I'm not familair with Solidariteit, although i know it's a 
unionmagazine. Solidair is an organisation which is linked to the SP. 
DMIV often works together with Solidair. 

But to answer your question, we never considered to leave the union. 
The power of the union is the power of the numbers. When a 
combative group leaves the union, you isolate yourself. Therefor we 
stay active within the union. There're also other groups and 
movements active within the union, like the ones you just mentioned. 
If possible we work together, but like i said we often cooperate with 
the SP. All these organisations, including DMIV, have more goals than 
turning the union to the left. For example, an organisation like Solidair 
also has the aim to interest people for the SP. 


DMIV was one of the main forces behind last year's workers 
resistance, with as a highlight a massive demonstration in 
Amsterdam in october 2004 with 300.000 people. What's your view 
on the result? 

Like you just said we were one of the main forces behind it. It even 
goes further: we threatened to take Lodewijk De Waal (back then the 
union's chairman, ed.) hostage in his own office if he refused to 
organise actions. 


After the highlight of october 2004 we saw how the resistance was 
canalised. Not much later this resulted in the so called autumn's 
agreement by the unions, employer's organisations and the 
government. We noticed that both the union bosses and political 
parties, especially the PVDA, thought the resistance was running too 
fast and too far. The left-wing parties (PVDA, Groen Links and SP) 
were aiming at a referendum concerning the new superannuation 
scheme, while DMIV tries to organise workers with strikes. If you 
decide to organise a referendum you need to collect the necessary 
amount of autographs. This distracts from what really counts: 
resistance. And not only against the superannuation scheme. 

Finally the ‘social partners' made the autumn agreement. It meant 
some minor changes, but like the dutch secretary of state De Geus said, 
the main issues didn't change. Back then DMIV didn't have the power 
to influence this agreement. Right now the negotiations for a new CAO 
for each sector are ungoing. Whenever possible we try to influence 
this. 


You just mentioned referenda. Recently the FNV started using 
referenda to aks the members for their opinion on the agreements 
they made with the government and empioyer's organisations. 
What's DMIV's view on these referenda? 

My main criticism on referenda, something which also happened with 
the fall-agreement, is that the people who' re actively involved in the 
union were -with a few exceptions - completely against the fall- 
agreement. The balance among the common members was completely 
different. So the people who're actively involved in the union are 
overruled by people who're union members -who of course support 
the idea of an union- but who have different motives besides that. For 
example the tax-advises union members get, or the juridical. support 
when you lose your job. That's a very strange situation, i think. .So the 
people who're less involved in the organisation of the union and who 
have less knowledge on the cases a union is involved with, have a 
bigger voice. 

Something that irritated me was the method of questioning. While 
reading the question you already know what the union leaders want 
you to answer... 

A very good way to influence the result of a referendum is the method 
of questioning, for example "Don't you think this is a very bad plan?" 
instead of "Is this a good or bad plan?". 

Both the peace movement as well as workers resistance in Holland 
passed its highest level. What's according to you the reason for 
passing this level? 

I think this has to do with the dutch culture, Holland turned into some 
polder culture. Since the mid '80ies when the major agreement in 
Wassenaar was made -temper the rise of wages to create more jobs- 
the union leaders saw themselves moré and more as conversation 
pariners instead of leaders of a combative organisation. Among the 
union members the question arised if they were still able to mobilise 
the mass or to organise actions. We saw they still can. Anyway, i think 
these doubts are the main reason why. 

I can't say much about the peace movement, as i'm not involved in it, 
But i think the same happened with them as well. There was a 
continual change in actions. From actions at factories and 
demonstrations it changed into meetings with the people in power. As 
soon as you start to drink coffee and negotiating with them it will be 
very difficult not to lose your combative spirit and not to become 
enclosed by them. 

If you compare the union tradition in Holland with for example 
France or last year in Walloon it's completely different. Do you think 
this has to do with the fact the social democrats were often in power 
in Holland? 

Hmm, that's a difficult question to answer. I don't know if it has to do 
with differences in culture or a bigger class distinction. I don't think 
this tradition is impossible in Holland. We saw it during last year's 
demonstration... 

Ok, but that was on a completely different level than hijacking some 
bosses like happened in Walonie... t 


Class distinction is way much bigger over there. Holland has a 
tradition of negotiating. 

Since the sixties the dutch left-wing is moving more and more away 
from worker's struggle. What can be the reason of this deveiopment? 
A main reason is the fact that a traditional workers party like the 
PVDA was always assured to receive the leftwing votes. So if they 
want to grow bigger, they can only achieve this by attracting voters 
from the middle of the political spectrum. So during the years this 
party kept on moving towards the middle. This also happens with the 
SP, this party is as well more and more moving up towards the 
middie, because people on radical left-wing will vote for them 
anyway. So when left-wing parties move up towards the middle of the 
political spectrum it's logical they'll have a bigger focus on this new 
electorate. 

A while ago i did an interview with the english punkpoet Attila the 
Stockbroker, who also has his background in the left-wing 
movement. During that interview he said that it was better to have 
the Tories in the government than Labour. Because when the Tories 
are in the government you have the unions with you, as the unions 
won't take opposition against Labour. If you try to project this vision 
on the dutch situation, can you agree with it? 

No, but actually i also don't agree with the english variant of it. It's 
about time the unions will take distance from Labour, something 
which slowly already happens. The biggest union already made clear 
the connection between Labour and them isn't for granted anymore. I 
think in England and more or less also in Holland and especially in the 
USA the question who's in power is like six of one and half a dozen of 
the other. Of course this is a hard situation, as it's a powerful force 
against every new party or movement. There's always the argument 
that a new party or movement on the left weakens the traditional left- 
wing and strengthens the traditional right-wing. But it's up to us to 
make clear that in England Labour and the Torries, or here in Holland 
the three big parties, share most of their main ideas. 

What can we expect from DMIV the coming period? Most big 
agreements are already made. 

Now the struggle for the different CLA's will start. Members of DMIV 
will be involved in that as well. Especially within the bigger sectors 
and the referendum concerning the European Union. Another 
important point is to strengthen our own organisation. According to 
me DMIV is too much a common idea and too less an organisation. ] 
think it's important to improve our own organisation, so that people 
who feel themselves connected to DMIV can receive a newsletter, can 
meet each other, etc. I think it's important to build up our movement. 
When we are better organised it will also be easier to react whenever 
necessary. 

Do you have any closing comments? 

I think most possibilities DMIV has depends on one single questions: 
do peopie vote pro or against the european constitution. If the 
european countries agree on the constitution it means the 
dienstenrichtlijn will enter through the backdoor. But also neo- 
liberalism will be part of the constitution, just like communism was 
mentioned in the constitution of the former Soviet-Union. Items like 
these make it very important to vote against the european constitution. 
A majority of no-voters will be an important boost in self-confidence 
and action possibilities for DMIV. 


For more information on DMIV check their website at: 
www.maatisvol.nl, Other interesting websites of dutch workers 
organisations are www.solidariteit.nl and www.sp.nYsolidair, 


X point of no return X 


Smashed Images tries to focus on as much aspects of hardcore and punk as possible. Next is an interview with the 
vegan sxe hardcore band Point Of No Return from Brazil. The band combines moshy hardcore with strong left- 
wing lyrics, or to use their own words “the lyrics are not, and are not meant to be, a form of artistic expression. 
We always considered the political aspect of hardcore much more important than it's artistic side. Our band is 
nothing but a means through which we express our anger for having to live under an unjust system that doesn't 
work for everyone”. The interview was done with singer Fréderico during two hours through MSN Messenger. 


Can you shortly describe the band's history? 

Most of us met in a political anarchist group called Juventude 
Libertaria (libertarian youth) about 13 years ago. A lot of bands 
emerged from this scene of political vegan sxe kids. One of them, 
called Self Conviction, was the base for what later became Point of 
No Return. Point of No Return started in 1996.We have a short 
biography on our website. 

Who are the band members and what does their daily life look 
like? 

Tm one of the three singers (yes, we have three singers). I'm 30 
and do video graphics for living. Im involved in some political 
militance and i'm trying to come back to the public university 
where i once studied. 

The other singers are: Kalota, who's 31. He works at the city 
government of a city in the metropolitan area of Sao Paulo (our 
hometown). He also sings in 1 Shot Cyrus and B.U.S.H. He's pretty 
good in jiu-jitsu, selling vinyl and taking care of cats. Marcos, the 
third singer is teaching English at a school and cwns Liberation 
Records. He's 32 years old. 

Tarcisio, cne of the guitarists is studying linguistics, he is busy 
with his PHD degree. His speciality is deaf people. He's doing a 
research on Brazilian signal language. He's 28. Juninho, the other 
guitarist is a biologist, but now he's playing guitar in the band 
Ratos de Poráo. He also plays bass in the band Discarga and he is 
26. Luciano, the drummer, works at a TV station as an editor. 
He's 30. Tigrilo, the bass player, has four kids and is too busy 
feeding them to do anything else... Also he's 30, 

Right now you're working. on your new (third?) album. Are 
there any major differences compared to your earlier albums? 
It will be faster than the old ones, a little bit rawer as well. The 
whole album will focus on animal rights, but in a different 
perspective than the more traditional vegansxemetal bands do. 
What do you mean with a different perspective? Do you mean 
a different perspective than European/usa vegansxemetal 
bands, or a different perspective than the Brazilian 
vegansxemtal bands? 

I mean that traditional sxe vegan bands deal with this topic in a 
really manner that isn't based on a reason. We will try to do that. 
And we will try to put it in a broader picture, as part of a system 
of exploitation. 

Interesting that you bring this up. The last few months 
there's a discussion about this going on within the dutch 
animal-rights movement. The Dutch radical animai-rights 
magazine Change started the discussion on the internet 
forum of the Dutch Vegan Society. When they said they see 


animal liberation as a part of anti-capitalist struggle the first 
reaction they got was "so, in Cuba everyone is vegan?". Can 
you react on this? 

In fact, the traditional Marxist agenda has no place for animals, 
although Cuba isn't the best example of traditional Marxism. 
Capitalism magnifies all kinds of oppression, because capitalist 
oppression, which is concerned with profits, tends to stretch 
everything beyond limits. But capitalism isn't the creator of all 
kinds of oppression. Animai exploitation already existed before it, 
just as racism, exploitation of work - as we can see in feudalism 
and in enslavement in classic eras - and oppression of women. All 
before capitalism had arrived on this planet. So, I see those 
"liberation struggles" independent from anti-capitalist struggle. 
Both struggles must advance side by side, one isn't more 
important than the other. 

In one of the texts on your website you write "talking about 
vegetarianism in Brazil is not the same as in wealthy Europe". 
In Holland both vegetarianism as well as veganism are more 
or less common within big parts of the hardcore scene as well 
as in big parts in the left movement, especially among 
younger anarchist people. Is it that difficult to be vegan in 
Brazil? : 

Actually not. It's very easy, easier than in some places I've been in 
Europe. What makes it different to talk about vegetarianism here 
is the fact that lots of poor people deal with starvation, so it's kind 
of tricky to expect them not to eat meat when they have the 
opportunity. At the same time Brazil is becoming the biggest meat 
producer in the world. It already has the second biggest number 
of cows (India is the first), and this is putting a lot of pressure on 
nature, especially in the Amazon. ] saw that with my own eyes 
during a recent trip. It's a very important issue here. But people, 
even the poorest, are becoming more and more aware of it. 
Strangely, one of the sectors which is more reluctant in debating 
this topic is the traditional left wing. They aren't open minded to 
it, and value the "barbecue" culture, like it's a form of protest 
against cultural imperialism, which I think is very very dumb. 

In a review in Profane Existence#46 i read "I think PONR are 
on the same page with most PE readers in terms of politics, 
but i just couldn't get into the music". Is this something you 
experience more often among punks? 

Hmm... Punks in Europe like us more than in Brazil, but i have 
some good friends among people who consider themselves to be 
anarchopunks or punks. It's all about musical taste. 

Why is it that we in western Europe (apart from the bands you 
already mentioned) hear so little about hardcore in Brazil. 


Most Brazilian bands i know are crust or grind orientated, like 
Rot and Sick Terror... 

I think it has changed during the last few years. Maybe it is due to 
the fact that till some years ago very few south American bands 
had been on tour in Europe. Maybe its due to the fact that in our 
globalized capitalist system, the movement of information goes 
from the peripheral areas to the central areas, and the first world 
is a central area for capitalism. This is one of the things the diy 
scene reproduces from the "outside" world. It happens here too. 
We know more about Argentinean hardcore than about Colombian 
hardcore. 

Ok, let's talk about life in Brazil and South-America. The last 
ten years there were several uprisings of social protest in 
South-America. From the EZLN in Mexico, to major people's 
resistance in Argentina and Venezuela to mention a few. How 
has this influenced social struggle in Brazil? n 

Not much. Brazil is quite much separated from the rest of Latin 
America. Maybe because we speak Portuguese and they speak 
Spanish. We have a lot of struggle going on here, but people don't 
pay that much attention on what's happening in the other parts of 
Latin America. Maybe anarchists are more concerned then the 
average leftwing people, but the fact is that Brazilian people 
usually see themselves as a "different thing", not better or worse, 
but different.. I don't see any major influence of those struggles in 
the landless movement or in the unemployed workers movement... 
Is this cnly because of the language harrier? Maybe i'm 
completely wrong, but here in Holland with the media we 
have, i get the impression that Brazil is one of the most 
westernised countries in South-America... 

We don't share a common history with them... We were colonized 
by different European powers, that had significant differences 
between their methods of colonization, but, what do you mean by 
westernized? 

I mean westernised like "adopting a lifestyle like in the USA 
or Europe". Let's take for example Asia. A country like Japan 
has much more in common with Europe than for example 
India. 

Mmm... I don't exactly agree with your point. We adopted this 
lifestyle in 1500, when Brazil was "discovered" by Portuguese. 
Actually we were forced to adopt that lifestyle. 

Ok, let's continue with the Brazilian government. Within 
radical-left Europe there's lots of disappointment towards the 
government of Lula and the PT/worker's party. Several radical 
left magazines in Europe spent lots of articles on this subject. 
In the Brazilian left there's much more disappointment. Today 100 
members of the workers party quit. But on the other hand, people 
love Lula. He is very popular among the Brazilian population. 1 
think this is due to some factors; After years of crisis the economy 
is doing fine. I also think people see him as one of them, because 
of his roots. People admire his external politics and he also has a 
lot of charisma. But the biggest part of the left wing here criticizes 
him. Especially his economical administration, 

According to western radical left magazines more and more 
people and organisations are leaving the PT, like the council- 
communist and Marxist fractions. Do you see this seperation 
as good or negative for Brazil. When the radical fractions 
leave the PT, the PT will become more and more a 
mainstream party. 


I think they are doing the right thing. The PT is already a 
mainstream party. But not all aspects of the PT government are 
bad. For example, corruption has attained to very low levels. 
But the worst aspects are the economical and the environmental 
issues. Before the PT, GMO was forbidden here. Now 60% of 
Brazilian soy is contaminated with round-up soy, which is a 
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shame. But on the other hand, the PT is supporting the non- 
payment of royalties to Monsanto, which is good. 

I heard that left parties have a majority in the city council of 
Sáo Paolo, is this true? 

That changed last year. Our last mayor was a woman, a 
"sexologist", from the workers party. She did a couple of good 
things, but nothing comparable with what the workers party did 
in Porto Alegre. 

Do you noticed any significant changes when the left parties 
were in majority compared to now and earlier city councils? 
We can't even compare. It was so different... The party which was 
in power before the PT was so corrupt and incompetent, they 
bankrupted the city. A lot of them were arrested during the 
processes against corruption. Most of them are out of the public 
life, they couldn't get enough votes to win any election. Those 
people were the kind of right-wing, populist politicians that were 
involved with the military in the dictatorship era. They are 
politician in extinction now. 

To come back to the workers party in Porto Alegre. What did 
they achieve there? 

They governed Porto Alegre for years and years, not just four years 
like in Sáo Paulo. It's also a much smaller city (maybe 2 million 
people, while Sáo Paulo has 20 million), so they achieved a lot of 
things they coulán't do here, like participatory economics. 

What is according to you the cause of the change in ideology 
of the PT? 

I think they got the government but they didn't get the power if 
you know what i mean. They don't feel they have the real power to 
promote the changes they have demanded during the last 25 
years. 

It looks like i'm running out of questions... the last one... 
Members of the band are also involved in the hardcore label 
Liberation. Recently they released stuff from bands like 
Terror, Napalm Death and upcoming is a release by Madball. Is 
the Brazilian scene really that open minded compared to 
Europe? How are the reactions to it? 

Only one member is involved in the label, Marcos, one of the 
singers. i think his label politics is just to release bands he likes, 
independent of the DIY level they have... he received lots of 
criticism about these last releases. Most of the other people in the 
band aren't so focused on hardcore, so we don't pay much 
attention to what he's doing with his label. For example, til! 
December I had never heard about this band Terror 

That was my last question. Do you have any closing 
comments? 

I would like to invite people to learn more about South Ámerica, to 
learn about what kind of Struggles are going on here, to learn 
about our contra-cultural youth movements... | would like to see 
that people over there are interested in what we are and not in 
what they expect we are. 

For more information about the band check out the following 
websites: 

http://www.xliberationx.com/xponrx 
http://www.myspace.com/xpanrx 
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